
153 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Feb. 5 

form and legality all executive orders prior 
to submission to the President. 

The heads of executive departments and 
agencies are directed to provide all informa-
tion and assistance requested by the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget in 
this important endeavor. 

George W. Bush 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Blocking 
Property of Certain Persons 
Contributing to the Conflict in Cote 
d’Ivoire 

February 5, 2008 

On February 7, 2006, by Executive Order 
13396, I declared a national emergency and 
ordered related measures blocking the prop-
erty of certain persons contributing to the 
conflict in Cote d’Ivoire, pursuant to the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706). I took this action 
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States constituted by the 
situation in or in relation to Cote d’Ivoire, 
which has been addressed by the United Na-
tions Security Council in Resolution 1572 of 
November 15, 2004, and subsequent resolu-
tions, and has resulted in the massacre of 
large numbers of civilians, widespread 
human rights abuses, significant political vio-
lence and unrest, and attacks against inter-
national peacekeeping forces leading to fa-
talities. Because the situation in or in relation 
to Cote d’Ivoire continues to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States, 
the national emergency declared on Feb-
ruary 7, 2006, and the measures adopted on 
that date to deal with that emergency, must 
continue in effect beyond February 7, 2008. 
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) 
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13396. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 5, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
1:49 p.m., February 5, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on February 6. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Blocking Property of 
Certain Persons Contributing to the 
Conflict in Cote d’Ivoire 
February 5, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures 
blocking the property of certain persons con-
tributing to the conflict in Cote d’Ivoire are 
to continue in effect beyond February 7, 
2008. 

In March 2007, the Ougadougou Political 
Agreement was signed by the two primary 
protagonists in Cote d’Ivoire’s conflict. Al-
though considerable progress has been made 
in implementing this agreement, the situa-
tion in or in relation to Cote d’Ivoire poses 
a continuing unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States. 

For these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency and related measures blocking the 
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property of certain persons contributing to 
the conflict in Cote d’Ivoire. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Edward T. Schafer as Secretary of 
Agriculture 
February 6, 2008 

Thanks for the warm welcome. Before we 
begin the ceremony today, we turn our 
thoughts to those suffering from yesterday’s 
tornadoes. 

This was a bad storm that affected a lot 
of people in a variety of States. Our adminis-
tration is reaching out to State officials. I just 
called the Governors of the affected States. 
I wanted them to know that this Government 
will help them. But more importantly, I 
wanted them to be able to tell the people 
in their States that the American people hold 
them up and—hold those who suffer up in 
prayer. Loss of life, a lot of loss of property— 
prayers can help, and so can the Govern-
ment. And so today before we begin this im-
portant ceremony, I do want the people in 
those States to know the American people 
are standing with them. 

It’s good to be back here at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. I am—I first want to 
say how much I appreciate the hard and good 
work the people in this Department do on 
behalf of the American people. 

I’m also pleased to witness the swearing- 
in of an outstanding public servant, the new 
leader for this Department, Secretary Ed 
Schafer. I welcome Ed’s wife, Nancy, and 
all their family members. [Laughter] They 
got four children and eight grandchildren, 
which means he’s got valuable experience 
when it comes to the food supply. [Laughter] 
I know Ed’s family is proud of him, as am 
I, and I congratulate him on taking his place 
as America’s 29th Secretary of Agriculture. 

I appreciate the members of my Cabinet 
who have joined us. Thanks for coming. I 
very much appreciate the Members of the 

Senate and the House who are here, and I 
know the Secretary does as well: Senator 
Harkin, Senator Chambliss. These men hap-
pen to be the ranking member of the—chair-
man and ranking member of the agricultural 
committee in the Senate. I appreciate Colin 
Peterson, chairman of the House Agriculture 
Committee, and I want to thank the other 
Members here as well. I appreciate very 
much the fact that John Block, former Sec-
retary of Agriculture, has taken time to join 
us. Secretary, thanks for coming. 

The roots of this Department stretch back 
to the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln. In 
1862, President Lincoln established the first 
Federal Agency devoted to agriculture, and 
he called it ‘‘the people’s department.’’ Near-
ly a century-and-a-half later, the USDA can 
still be called ‘‘the people’s department.’’ 
With your nutrition programs and your sup-
port for farmers and ranchers, you help en-
sure that our people are healthy and well- 
fed. With your food safety measures, you give 
peace of mind to families across America. 
With your conservation efforts, you help pre-
serve our natural resources. 

Secretary Schafer is going to be a strong 
and effective leader in all these areas. I know 
him well; we’re members of the ex-Gov-
ernors club. [Laughter] He’s a fellow you can 
trust. He’s a skilled manager who knows how 
to focus and get results. Among his many 
other distinctions, he is the first North Dako-
tan to run this Department. 

He had an interesting first night on the 
job; he spent it in the House Chamber listen-
ing to me give the State of the Union Ad-
dress. [Laughter] I can report that he didn’t 
go to sleep—[laughter]—and applauded just 
at the right times. [Laughter] 

Our priorities for this Department are 
clear. We will work to make our strong agri-
cultural sector even stronger. Ed under-
stands what I know: It makes a lot of sense 
to make sure that we can grow our own food. 
It’s in our national security interest that we’re 
self-sufficient in food. Farm income, farm 
equity, and farm exports have reached all-
time records. The best way to keep the ag 
economy growing is to open up new markets 
for America’s crops and farm products 
around the world. 
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